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President’s Thank You

Greetings!
Fiscal year 2020 was a year unlike any other!  

We began the year with high aspirations and a great 
deal of momentum, only to face the challenges of 
COVID-19, economic upheaval, and racial injustice 
beginning in March. Each challenge has had a unique 
impact on our students, who are among the most 
vulnerable in our community. We’ve yearned for 
human connection as faculty and staff began working 
from home and students undertook remote learning 
and we faced so many trials. Through it all, we have 
been sustained by your support and commitment.  
You not only shared your treasure, you lifted our 
spirits through your expressions of belief in our 
mission and our students.

This report highlights our fundraising success for 
fiscal year 2020 – we exceeded our goals in the first six 
months of the year with a large gift to the Metro Fund. 
A gift that became seed funding when we wanted to 
meet emergency needs for students adversely

impacted by the pandemic in the second half of the 
fiscal year. We established the George Floyd Memorial 
Scholarship to honor the spirit of racial and social 
justice that was unleashed by Mr. Floyd’s killing. And 
while graduation was delayed in hopes of gathering 
joyfully in August, 880 students received their degrees 
in a virtual ceremony in August. They never gave up, 
and neither did we.

Our donors have helped the university stay true to 
the aspiration of becoming a student-ready university, 
which aspires to create an anti-racist learning 
environment, in the most trying of times. This report 
comes with deepest personal gratitude for your 
generosity in this, the most unusual of years, to YOU, 
the most extraordinary supporters.

Your generosity has made more of an impact than 
you can ever imagine.

I’m so proud to be your partner in serving our 
extraordinary students!

Sincerely, 

 Virginia “Ginny” Arthur, JD ’17 (Honorary) 
President, Metropolitan State University
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Keeping Students Safe and Enrolled Amid Crisis: The SAFE Fund
By Emily Kelson ’21

When the SAFE (Student Assistance for Emergencies) 
Fund was seeded by an unrestricted bequest to 
Metropolitan State University in the fall of 2019, we 
could not have imagined just how important it would 
be. This individual put their trust in the university 
and left a gift to the Metro Fund in their will. Their 
confidence made it possible for many students to 
receive much-needed aid during this challenging time.

With a student population that is 50% people of 
color, 44% in very-low income households (measured 
by Pell Grant eligibility), and majority working 
adults with families to support, COVID-19 has 
directly affected most of the Metro State community. 
Nationwide, communities of color have been 
disproportionately hurt by the pandemic. The CDC 
reports that “long-standing systemic health and social 
inequities have put many people from racial and 
ethnic minority groups at increased risk of getting sick 
and dying from COVID-19.” Right now, many of our 
students are struggling and the SAFE Fund is one way 
we can assist them. 

After the university realized the impact 
COVID-19 was having on our students, raising 
funds for the SAFE Fund became a priority. The 
Foundation also used $60,000 from the Metro 
Fund and nearly $20,000 from other sources 
to provide SAFE grants to students. The Metro 
Fund’s flexibility allowed the university to respond 
to our students’ most immediate needs.

In the 2019-2020 school year, the Foundation 
awarded 106 SAFE grants totaling $92,949. While 
not a factor in determining eligibility, post-grant 
analysis showed that 69% of grants went to students 
of color. These grants help students pay rent, utilities, 
and other sudden expenses. One student used the 
funds to pay for a serious dental health issue that was 
not covered by her insurance. The pain was so bad 
she could barely focus on schoolwork. She hopes to 
become an attorney one day and knows taking too 
much time off would have detrimental effects on her 
education. She lives with her six siblings and their 
father, who is the sole provider for the family. They 
barely make ends meet and this added expense would 
not fit into their budget. She applied to the SAFE Fund 
and received a grant that paid her dental bill. Now, she 
is feeling much better and will be graduating this Fall. 

Community support is the backbone of the 
SAFE Fund. In the past year, alumni, faculty, staff, 
and friends have given nearly $26,000 directly 
to the fund. Michelle Obama said, “when you’ve 
worked hard, and done well, and walked through 
that doorway of opportunity, you do not slam it 
shut behind you. You reach back and you give 
other folks the same chances that helped you 
succeed.” Donor support allows us to leave the 
door wide open and guide students through.  

102 students
received 106 SAFE Grants

totaling $92,949
Emergency Need for Grant:

76
COVID-19 related emergencies

21
housing

5
transportation

3
utility shut off notices

1
childcare costs
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Supporting Students: Dr. Kate Ries
By Emily Kelson ’21

For Dr. Kate Ries, Associate Professor in the Natural 
Sciences Department, advocacy comes naturally.  
Before bringing her talents to Metropolitan State 
University she was on a tenure track at a school in  
San Antonio, Texas that served the Hispanic community, 
first-generation students, and veterans. Ries said, “the 
work was great, and there were a lot of similarities 
between it and Metro.” She arrived at Metro State in 2012 
and has dedicated her time to helping students access the 
resources they need to excel. 

Ries’ commitment to supporting science students 
led her and her colleague Dr. Zack Mensinger to 
bring the STEMFoundations program to Metro 
State. STEMFoundations is a program that was 
started at North Hennepin Community College 
and is designed to support students to develop 
competency in chemistry and biology and build 
lifelong learning skills. Foundational science 
courses are designed to “weed” students out, but 
Metropolitan State’s philosophy is different. “I loved 
this idea of having a separate section for students 
who scored C or worse on their first exam, then 
sending a positive message and congratulating them 
on being invited to STEMFoundations,” Ries said. 

Spring 2018 was a limited pilot semester. Students 
shared feedback about how much they appreciated the 
STEMFoundations cohort and support. Some have 
even expressed their desire to expand the program. 
All of the STEMFoundations participants passed the 
course, compared to only 20% of those who were 

invited but chose not to participate. Based on these 
positive results, Metropolitan State University decided 
to expand the program. Professors Rachel Bergerson, 
Cindy Harley, and Rondedrick Sinville joined Ries and 
Mensinger to offer the full program 2019-2020 school 
year with funding from the University Foundation.

In the 2019-2020 school year, $14,000 from the 
Metro Fund was invested in the STEMFoundations 
program. Six-thousand dollars of which has gone 
directly to student scholarships. Ries believed that 
it was important to include these scholarships once 
Metro State offered the full program because, “our 
students’ lives are so complicated, and if there is 
something we can do to take some of that pressure 
off—so they can get to class and not have to worry 
about something outside of class—that’s the least we 
can do.” The devotion Kate Ries has shown is creating 
an immediate and positive impact on our community. 

Ries is also a monthly sustaining donor and 
champion for the SAFE (Student Assistance for 
Emergencies) Fund. In November of 2019, Ries 
responded to a message about the SAFE Fund’s 
predecessor, the Metro Supports Fund, running out 
of funds within a couple of days due to overwhelming 
need. Kate asked her fellow faculty and staff to join 
her in giving so that more funds would be available 
to our students. “Our student population just really 
needs that help, and it makes a difference in whether 
they complete their education. I just thought, there 
have to be other people feeling this way, and maybe we 

can put another little pot together to help those who 
still need it.” Ries’ message made an instant impact, 
receiving backing from President Arthur to match 
SAFE Fund donations for a month. Ries’ efforts helped 
raise $5,600 for the SAFE Fund over the winter. 
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Trust the Authority of the Learner: The Wisdom Scholarship
By Mai Nyua Lee ’19

How do you know that where you land is where 
you are meant to be? From a young age, Jane 
Jensen ’10 didn’t know where life was going to 
take her, but she stepped into the world with 
confidence and determination to make an impact 
on those around her and in her community.

Jane carried her thirst for knowledge to 
Metropolitan State University. Jane had searched  
for a college that would accept her many transfer 
credits as part of her degree. Here, with Metropolitan 
State’s Bachelor of Arts in Individualized Studies, was 
where she applied her passion in engineering, art, and 
finance into a specialized degree.

Inspired by her classmates and grateful for the 
Metropolitan State experience, Jane knew she 
wanted to leave her legacy at Metropolitan State. 
Before Jane lost her battle with cancer in 2016, 
she and her family outlined the vision for a new 
scholarship, the Wisdom Scholarship. It would be 
the first scholarship specifically for students in the 
College of Individualized Studies. The scholarship 
would demonstrate the trust that Metropolitan State 
has in their students to chart the path that is most 
meaningful to them.

Support from Jane, her family and friends, and 
the alumni community enabled the Foundation 
to award the first Wisdom Scholarship this 
spring. We are honored to share thanks from 
Zaynab Said, the first Wisdom Scholar, who 
is moving forward to pursue her education on 
her own terms, as Jane had done before. 

Dear Wisdom Scholarship Donor, 
I just wanted to sincerely thank you for honoring 

me with this scholarship. Throughout my years in 
university, I haven’t received much recognition for 
my academic achievement, or in my in-college career 
in general. When I got the notice that I would be 
receiving a scholarship for my academic achievement, 
I was very surprised and caught off guard. I’m very 
happy and grateful to be able to receive this award. 

Coming from an immigrant household, we are 
conditioned to work hard, whether in school, work, 
personal life, etc. As an East African Muslim, it’s 
difficult to get recognized for our achievement and 
getting this award made me realize how well I’ve 
been doing in school. I’ve always doubted myself 
and getting that email that said I would be getting a 
scholarship made me feel hopeful and appreciate my 
hard work more. 

Once again, I would like to wholeheartedly thank 
the donors for not only giving me this scholarship but 
for recognizing my hard work. 

 
Sincerely,
Zaynab Said

Left: Zaynab Said, student
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The Last Semester: Student Success Scholarships
By Emily Kelson ’21

In 2017, more than 1,500 Metropolitan State 
University students who had at least 100 credits 
had exhausted their lifetime eligibility for Pell 
Grant funds, a federal aid program that provides 
low-income students with the resources to attend 
college. There are several reasons this happens. 
Students may take longer to graduate because 
they take fewer credits, or more breaks, to have 
time for work and family. For some, the loss of 
eligibility means choosing between completing 
their degree and postponing their education. 
Murwo Mohamed, a Student Success Scholarship 
awardee, encounters that decision every semester. 

Murwo is working 12-hour shifts, Friday through 
Sunday, while attending Metropolitan State. She 
supports herself and family in Africa, and her wages 
don’t cover their bills plus the cost of school. She plans 
to keep applying for scholarships, saying, “I couldn’t 

afford to complete my degree without help. When 
you do not have enough income, you couldn’t think 
of going to school.” For Murwo, education means a 
more secure life for her and her family, which is why it 
is a top priority. Murwo could graduate in 2021 if she 
receives another scholarship that’s comparable to the 
Student Success Scholarship. 

The Katherine B. Andersen Fund of the Saint Paul 
and Minnesota Foundation helped launch the Student 
Success Scholarship in 2017. They have supported 
several other Metro State programs, including the 
Gordon Parks Gallery, the university’s library, and the 
Urban Teacher Program. The Katherine B. Andersen 
Fund’s commitment, plus that of Otto Bremer Trust, 
and individual donors has resulted in 55 students 
receiving Student Success Scholarships. 

Within the first year of the program,  
68% of awardees graduated within a year,  

and 87% graduated within two years. During the 
2019-2020 school year, 64% of awardees graduated 
or have been approved to graduate. This is important 
because a college education leads to higher wages and 
better financial stability, which is exactly what Murwo 
is hoping to achieve. 

Murwo is one student grateful for the community’s 
support. She says, “to people who donate money 
to Metro State, I would like to say thank you very 
much. Without help, it’s impossible to go to school.” 
She is working towards a bachelor’s in ethnic 
studies and is extremely close to earning her degree. 
She only has 39 credits left but is unsure of when 
she’ll complete her education due to her financial 
situation. When she does graduate, Murwo wants 
to work with minority groups or serve her local 
community. However, overall, Murwo just wants 
a comfortable life for her and her family. 
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Supporting Post-Traditional Students: Mariah Wilberg ’19 
By Emily Kelson ’21

Mariah Wilberg used education to rewrite her story. 
Over seven years ago, she served time in prison for 
drug-related crimes. Mariah was diagnosed with HIV 
at 19 years old, and while in prison, she learned that 
it had progressed to AIDS. She thought her life was 
broken and beyond repair. Desperate to make a change, 
Mariah took control of her narrative. She completed 
a 15-credit office support certificate while in prison. 
This rekindled her love of learning and motivated her 
to seek further education when she was released. 

While researching universities, Mariah realized that 
there weren’t many geared toward working adults.  
She was already in the workforce and needed 
a university that would fit into her schedule. 
Metropolitan State University provided that 
environment, and, in December 2019, Mariah earned 
her Master of Public and Nonprofit Administration 
degree. As one of her class assignments, Mariah 
created a proposal to survey infectious disease

providers about how they were having conversations 
with their patients living with HIV. That assignment 
is now a 10-state survey, and Mariah presented the 
results at the United States Conference on AIDS.

There were times when the journey was not easy. 
Education can be a sacrifice, but for Mariah, there 
were benefits beyond a career. “The most valuable 
part has been my personal and professional growth, 
paycheck aside. Finishing my degree made me a better 
citizen, friend, family member, and person in general,” 
she said, “finishing your degree is one of the most 
significant investments you can make in yourself and 
your future.” Mariah’s past self would be proud if she 
could see everything that she has accomplished.

Mariah has continued to use her experiences to 
educate others. Since September 2019, she has been 
the Statewide HIV Strategy and Services Coordinator 
at the Minnesota Department of Human Services. 
She is also a motivational speaker who talks about her 
experiences with HIV, incarceration, homelessness, 
survival sex and sex work, substance use and harm 
reduction, intimate partner violence, trauma and 
resilience, and mental and emotional well-being. If 
there is a chance to serve and educate the community, 
Mariah is going to take it. She is determined and will 
continue to be a positive voice.   

Gifts from donors help make stories like  
Mariah’s possible. 
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Mariah Wilberg used education to rewrite her story.
Over seven years ago, she served time in prison for
drug-related crimes. Mariah was diagnosed with HIV
at 19 years old, and while in prison, she learned that
it had progressed to AIDS. She thought her life was
broken and beyond repair. Desperate to make a change,
Mariah took control of her narrative. She completed
a 15-credit office support certificate while in prison.
This rekindled her love of learning and motivated her
to seek further education when she was released.

While researching universities, Mariah realized that 
there weren’t many geared toward working adults. 
She was already in the workforce and needed 
a university that would fit into her schedule. 
Metropolitan State University provided that 
environment, and, in December 2019, Mariah earned 
her Master of Public and Nonprofit Administration 
degree. As one of her class assignments, Mariah 
created a proposal to survey infectious disease

Leaving A Legacy: Dean Rassule Hadidi
By Lucia Rivas ’21

Dean Hadidi’s personal story is one that many 
Metropolitan State University students can 
relate to. He arrived in the US in 1975 as a first-
generation student ready to start his Ph.D. 
program. With two suitcases, little money, and 
a scholarship promise, Dean Hadidi began his 
journey. His story is an inspiration, showing 
resilience, empathy, and hard work.  

A pioneer in online learning, Dr. Rassule Hadidi 
joined Metropolitan State University as the new 
Dean for the College of Management (COM) 
on July 1, 2019. Dr. Hadidi has more than three 
decades of leadership experience and has directed 
the development of several degree programs and 
certificates with face-to-face, online, and blended 
delivery modes. He earned his Doctor of Philosophy, 
Master of Science, and Bachelor of Science degrees 
from the University of Missouri–Columbia. He 
also earned a bachelor’s degree in Mathematics 
and Statistics from Shiraz University in Iran.

The dedicated and hard-working students at  
COM inspired Dean Hadidi to endow a scholarship 
at Metropolitan State University to help them succeed 
in their academic and professional journeys. He had 
already set up a scholarship at his previous institution, 
the University of Illinois–Springfield. He expressed he 
feels a sense of responsibility to contribute to society 
and the community he serves. 

“COM seems like a big family,” says Dean Hadidi. 
To him, team spirit was what has characterized staff 
at COM since his first interview for his current 
position. This dedicated and hard-working group 
of people work proactively to bring to life their 
dreams for the College of Management. “Our 
main purpose is to help students be successful and 
happy with their studies,” noted Dean Hadidi.  

The vibrant community of the Twin Cities brings 
the university not only knowledgeable staff and 
resident faculty, but also experienced community 
faculty. The combination of degree qualifications and 
first-hand professional experience prepares COM staff 
and faculty to address the post-traditional student 
body’s specific needs at Metro State. To Dean Hadidi, 
continuous improvement is key for COM’s efforts 
in teaching, scholarships, and services to students. 

A scholarship, such as the one set up by Dean Hadidi, 
may be the difference between a student finishing their 
degree or withdrawing from classes due to their family 
responsibilities. Dean Hadidi’s decision to endow the 
scholarship will help students for many years into the 
future and sets an example of how others can advance 
the student body’s social mobility.  
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Inspiring Life Long Learning: Joseph Ellis ’19
Interview by Emily Seddon

You currently serve on the Board of 
Trustees for Metropolitan State University 
Foundation. How did you first get involved 
with the university?
In June of 2006, I was asked to give a presentation 
focused on the economies and markets of the Twin 
Cities, Minnesota, U.S., and world to Metro State 
faculty and staff at the College of Management.  
I remember the presentation like it was yesterday—
the average price for a gallon of gas in the Twin Cities 
was $2.82 and there was concern as gas prices were 
trending higher. After the presentation, I was invited 
to join the Foundation’s Board of Trustees, but I knew, 
at that time, I would not be able to commit the time 
and energy I desired to give.

In early 2008, I got my formal introduction to 
Metro State when I visited and toured the Saint 
Paul campus. I learned about Metro State’s history, 
students, and the broader impact the university has 
on the community. This was the point at which I fell 
in love with the university. I was excited about the 
life enhancing opportunities it provides to students, 
positively changing their career trajectories, and also 
that of their families. This was when I knew that  
I wanted to make a lifetime commitment to serving 
Metro State. 

We appreciate such a thoughtful 
commitment. What activities have you been 
engaged in through your service?
Upon joining, I became vice chair of the Foundation 
Board and the chair of the Investment Committee,  
in addition to serving on the Finance/Audit and 
Scholarship Committees. I remember this time vividly 
because it was the 2008 financial crisis. I knew that  
to support our students, I had to provide strong 
leadership, governance, and oversight of the 
Foundation’s investments. By the end of the 2011 
fiscal year, the three-year average annual return of  
the foundation’s endowment was ranked among the 
top 30 universities according to the National 
Association of College and University Business 
Officers (NACUBO). Because our endowment is 
almost entirely directed to student scholarships, this 
was a critical achievement.

 I have also been a guest lecturer in the College of 
Management and served on the Corporate Advisory 
Board of the university’s Applied Business Doctoral 
(DBA) Program. 

We are lucky to have your financial and 
investment expertise. Have you been 
involved in other activities?
I have many great memories…way too many to list. 
In 2009, Metro State hosted Minnesota’s first African 
American Male High School Summit during which 
more than 200 high school students from throughout 
the Twin Cities spent an entire day on the Saint Paul 
campus. I was asked to give the morning keynote.  
For me, this was a tremendous responsibility.  
I created an interactive presentation titled “Athlete or 
Owner?: You Decide…It’s Your Call!” that prompted 
the young men to ponder whether it’s better to own 
Nike tennis shoes, own shares of Nike stock, play 
professional basketball, or become a Nike executive. 
It also highlighted how that choice is limited for those 
without college education. The students and I had a 
lot of fun. There was so much positive laughter that 
one would have thought it was a high school rally, not 
a university hosted summit! 
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You currently serve on the Board of 
Trustees for Metropolitan State University 
Foundation. How did you first get involved 
with the university?
In June of 2006, I was asked to give a presentation 
focused on the economies and markets of the Twin 
Cities, Minnesota, U.S., and world to Metro State 
faculty and staff at the College of Management.  
I remember the presentation like it was yesterday—
the average price for a gallon of gas in the Twin Cities 
was $2.82 and there was concern as gas prices were 
trending higher. After the presentation, I was invited 
to join the Foundation’s Board of Trustees, but I knew, 
at that time, I would not be able to commit the time 
and energy I desired to give.

In early 2008, I got my formal introduction to 
Metro State when I visited and toured the Saint 
Paul campus. I learned about Metro State’s history, 
students, and the broader impact the university has 
on the community. This was the point at which I fell 
in love with the university. I was excited about the 
life enhancing opportunities it provides to students, 
positively changing their career trajectories, and also 
that of their families. This was when I knew that  
I wanted to make a lifetime commitment to serving 
Metro State. 

Thank you. Any final words today?
I am proud of my Metro State community, our history, 
and our many firsts. I look forward to my next ten 
years of service to the university in whatever capacity 
I’m needed! 

In recognition of his service and accomplishments, 
Joseph Ellis received an honorary degree from 
Metropolitan State University in 2019. Joseph Ellis 
joined the Foundation’s Legacy Circle in 2020.
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We make it easy for you to give

Where to give…
You can designate where your dollars will go.
Metro Fund. Gifts to the Metro Fund meet our 
students’ and the university’s greatest needs. This may 
be scholarship funds, emergency assistance grants, 
testing out an innovative program, or something else.

Scholarship Funds. Contributions made to 
scholarships support students in their academic 
journey. This is especially critical for students who 
have exhausted their state and federal funding options 
and need your help to complete their education.

Program Funds. We have many innovative 
programs that welcome your contributions. You 
can give to the college or program where you 
took classes or to support student services. 

You can find the full list of designations at 
www.metrostate.edu/give/give-now.

How to give…
There are many easy ways to make a gift to 
Metropolitan State University Foundation. 
Choose the one that best fits your situation.

Online Giving – Give with a credit card anytime 
at www.metrostate.edu/give/give-now

Check or EFT – You may send us a check for a 
one-time gift or a voided check to set up a monthly 
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). Checks should 
be made payable and mailed to Metropolitan State 
University Foundation, 700 East Seventh Street, 
Founders Hall 142, Saint Paul, MN 55106.

Donor Advised Funds – Grants from your Donor 
Advised Fund should be made payable and mailed 
to Metropolitan State University Foundation 
(EIN #: 23-7296162) 700 East Seventh Street, 
Founders Hall 142, Saint Paul, MN 55106.
 
Memorials – Honor a loved one by 
directing memorial gifts to Metropolitan 
State University Foundation.

Corporate Matching Gift Programs –  
Many companies offer matching gift programs  
that can double your contribution. Check with your 
company or organization to see if it has a matching 
gift program.

Stock – Appreciated stock can be a tax-wise way 
to make a gift to Metropolitan State University. 
To ensure we know who the stock transfer is 
from and can receipt you properly, please contact 
Rachel Hughes at 612-499-8754 or rachel.hughes@
metrostate.edu with the number and type of 
shares you are transferring. Share this information 
with your broker to make your stock transfer:

Firm Name:  Pershing, LLC
Tax ID: 13-2741729
DTC #:  0443
Account Name:  Metropolitan State 
University Foundation
Account #: Q28135293

IRA Rollovers – If you are 70 and one-half years or 
older you can make a rollover gift up to $100,000 
directly from your IRA to Metropolitan State 
University Foundation, which is referred to as a 
qualified charitable distribution (QCD). You may use 
a QDC from your IRA to satisfy some or all of your 
required minimum distribution, which could provide 
tax savings. To be considered a QCD the check must 
come directly from your financial institution to  
the Metropolitan State University Foundation,  
Founders Hall 142, 700 East Seventh Street,  
Saint Paul, MN 55106.
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Metro Fund: $111,002 programs: $790,602 
scholarships: $911,821

Legacy Giving
There are many easy ways to make sure our families 
are taken care of while also making the best gifts 
of our lifetime to organizations we hold dear, such 
as the Metropolitan State University Foundation.
Bequest through your will – To leave a gift to 
Metropolitan State University Foundation through 
your will, you can specify a dollar amount or 
percentage. Some options exist for setting up 
your will on-line, or you can consult an estate 
planning attorney to set this up for you.

Retirement Plans – You can name Metropolitan 
State University Foundation as a beneficiary on 
your 401k or IRA. You can update your beneficiary 
form directly with your financial institution. 
Life Insurance Plans – You can name Metropolitan 
State University Foundation as a beneficiary 
on your life insurance. You can update your 
beneficiary directly with your policy holder.

Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) – You can 
make a gift now to Metropolitan State University 
Foundation; then, we will manage the assets, and 
you will receive an income payment for the rest 
of your life with tax savings, or your partner’s life 
in a joint annuity. When you pass away (or your 
partner if you set up a joint CGA), the remaining 
assets will go to the Metropolitan State University 
Foundation to be used in the way you designate in 
the CGA agreement. Metropolitan State University 
Foundation can provide example illustrations for you.

Your investment will benefit 
Metropolitan State University and 
our students for years to come.
Your gift to the Metropolitan State University 
Foundation will create a long-term benefit to 
the community. Through your annual gifts and 
contributions to endowments we look forward to 
sharing the many ways in which your investments 
are making a difference in the lives of our students.

Donor Giving
by type of support

Donor Giving

� Metro Fund     � program     � scholarship

$111,002

Metro Fund

$790,602

Programs
Totals represent cash.

$911,821

Scholarships
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Thank you!
The Foundation takes pride in recognizing those who help to preserve the quality education  
that Metropolitan State University provides. These donors have expressed their belief in our  
mission and have made an investment in the university’s long-term impact on our community.  
This list recognizes donors from July 1, 2019–June 30, 2020.

Visionary 
Society–$100,000+

The Carter Family Foundation 
Diana and Robert Carter

Su Family of Fidelity Charitable 
Josephine and Vincent Su

Estate of Darrell W. Waidelich* ’94

1971 Society–$50,000+
Kopp Family Foundation
Manitou Fund
Susan A. Misterek
Travelers
Nancy A. ’88 and James Uden 

Founders 
Society–$25,000+

Katherine B. Andersen Fund of 
Saint Paul and 
Minnesota Foundation

Pamela M. Hartley ’97
Reatha Clark King and  

N. Judge King*
Shavlik Family Foundation
Twin Cities 

Society–$10,000+
Reginald* and Francis* Coakley 

Ames Fund of Saint Paul and 
Minnesota Foundation

Virginia Arthur ’17 (Honorary) 
and Thomas Haluska

The Donaldson Foundation
Gale Family Foundation
Hennepin County
Iris ’90 and Peter Jay Kiedrowski
Joyce T. LeClaire ’75

Mains’l Services, Inc.
The Richard M. Schulze 

Family Foundation
Sit Investment Associates, Inc.
Bruce F. Vento Science Educator 

Scholarship Fund of Saint 
Paul & Minnesota Foundation 
Susan and Bruce* Vento

Innovators 
Society–$5,000+

Rassule Hadidi
Jim ’74 and  

Barbara* Lukaszewski
Minnesota Arts and Cultural 

Heritage Fund of the 
Minnesota Historical Society

Richard and Nancy Nicholson
Arthur ’80 and Ronnie Siegel
Xcel Energy Foundation

Labyrinth 
Society–$2,500+

Anonymous (2)
Elmer L. and Eleanor J. 

Andersen Foundation
CVS Health Foundation
Amy Strohmeier Gort
Leslee LeRoux
Dianne E. Nelson
Oehlke Family Fund of Saint Paul 

and Minnesota Foundation 
C. Francis and Maryllis Oehlke

Saint Paul Federation of 
Teachers Local 28

Saint Paul and  
Minnesota Foundation

Shari Salzman-Hankins and 
Ryan Hankins ’09

Robert D. Shumer
Kyle Swanson
Joänne Tromiczak-Neid
Kathy and Steve Wellington
Youthprise

President’s 
Circle–$1,000+

Anonymous (5)
Emmanuel A. Adeniran ’17
AFSCME Council 5
Roberta A. Anderson ’16
Steven Anderson and Barbara 

Randolph-Anderson
Mary Arthur
Jeanette L. Augustson
Zeeshan M. Baig ’05
Allen S. Bellas
Audrey Bergengren
Christine M. Boese and 

Jennifer Sell
Linda and Andy* Boss
Mary S. Bowman ’88
Wendy M. Brekken
BWBR Foundation
Beth E. Clausen
Community Foundation of  

New Jersey
Mary K. Cosgrove ’98
Judi ’73 and John Dahlseng
Donald V. Davies and 

Becky J. Lourey
Cathy and Sandy Dean 

Charitable Account of Schwab

Jay S. Delaney
Rita M. Dibble
Josh Dirlam
Education Minnesota
Joseph C. Ellis II ’19 (Honorary)
Laura M. Flynn
Deb Gehrke
Brian K. Goodroad ’92
Graves Foundation
Gloria Grayum
Craig and Karen Hansen
Kristine A. Hansen ’07
Harry A. Hartigan ’91
Tom and Cindy Hedgers Charitable 

Fund of Fidelity Charitable  
Cindy ’01 and Tom Hedgers

Anne and Peter Heegaard 
Family Fund of the 
Minneapolis Foundation

Dina K. Inderlee ’07
Information Systems 

Security Association
James and Katherine Johnson
Ochen D. Kaylan ’08
The Klick Foundation
Michelle L. Krone
Linda Krug
Gregory J. Lais
Michael Langley
Lee T. Litman ’91
Virginia J. McCain ’74
Kirk T. Metzger ’03
MinneAnalytics
Minnesota Adult and  

Teen Challenge
Minnesota Association of 

Professional Employees
William Moore and 

Mary Wagner
Deborah Mosby
New Wave Design 

and Verification
D. William O’Brien ’03
Colin B. Partridge ’00
Stephen L. Reed ’05
Saint Paul Rotary Foundation
Adam P. Schank
Emily W. Seddon
Richard Senese
Soppa-Kunkler Charitable Fund 

of Fidelity Charitable 
Carolyn Kunkler and 
Frank Soppa ’84*

Stelson Charitable Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable 
Kim and Caren Stelson

John Sullivan
Charles Tedder
Mary Jane Thompson ’77
Craig Vinje and  

Martha Klager Vinje
Debra Vos ’05
Michael ’96 and Lisa Weiden
Sandra Weston
Zhijun Yang

Metropolitan Club–
$500+

Anonymous (5)
René Antrop-González
Frances H. Arthur
Margot M. Barry ’19

Better Futures Minnesota
Lionel and JoAnn Blatchley
Dorene Bruns ’01
Monte Bute ’91
Travis D. Christopher ’96
Thomas H. Cook
Gary Cunningham ’91 and 

Elizabeth Hodges
Rob B. Cunningham ’00
Bilal A. Dameh ’05
Bruce Drewlow
E & J Film LLC
Peter J. Eichten
Ellen G. Etzkin ’80
Suzanne C. Fitzgerald
Polly Grose ’83
Stephen G. Harrison
Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation
Shelly Heller
Kjersten L. Jaeb ’11
Wayne C. A. Johnson ’74
Lisa M. Kell ’98
Katherine J. Kraemer ’01
Carol Lacey
Bruce E. Lindberg
Anne ’89 and James Long
Lawrence and Earlene Mascotti
Linda M. McCann ’06
Dick and Regina McCarthy
Metropolitan State University 

Inter Faculty Organization
Minnesota Second Chance 

Coalition
E. Craig Morris
Ralph M. Nuckols
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Lyna M. Nyamwaya ’09
Michael G. O’Connor ’92
Noreen A. Oesterlein ’14
Office of Ramsey County Attorney
Michael R. Parrish ’88
Cheryl Paullin
Delinda M. Price ’13
Marjorie B. Savage
Daniel T. Segersin
Vicki A. Slagle ’91
Rick Smith
Linda ’93 and Glen Stenlund
Maya Sullivan
Mary J. and Gary G.* Synnott ’75
Judi A. Teske
Mary ’87 and  

Rodney Von De Linde
Alan M. Walsh ’08
Jean A. Way ’81
Phyllis Webster ’93
William ’94 and Romi Zajicek

Scholars Club–$100+
Anonymous (17)
Janice Aanenson
Maureen Acosta and John Milton
Anita D. Alexander ’90
Bartona R. Alexander ’18
Sylvester K. Ameletse ’05
Erika Helvick Anderson
Norma E. Anderson ’76
Arcade Phalen American Legion 

Post 577
Irving ’98 and Beverly Aslakson
John ’03 and Beth Asmussen
Theron J. Bach ’04
Lawrence N. Bailis
Antoinette and Blair Baker
Beverly J. Bakken ’07
Michael T. Baldwin ’75
Michael L. Banks ’76
Jeanne M. Barkey ’11
Mary S. Baumgartner Fidelity 

Charitable Donor Advised Fund
Barbara Beltrand
Patricia A. Berg ’81

Timothy Berry
Sandra L. Best ’88
Brenda L. Biebesheimer ’98
Bruce A. Bong ’92
Bill H. Bonkowske ’02
Patricia S. Borchert
Angela Bowlus
Karl and Sharon Bozicevich
Michael A. Branch ’08
Lorraine R. Brasket ’82
Chris Brazelton ’98
Juliann E. Brovold ’76
Stephen Brown
Naw D. Bu ’16
Sharon J. Buettner ’92
Maureen A. Buhl ’95
Kristin L. Burgess ’11
Margaret Caldwell
Karen J. Campion ’93
Steven P. Campos ’17
Carleton College
Julie R. Carr ’99
Carrie Carroll
Gary Carruth
Michael C. Chambers ’12
Norma S. Chambers ’95
James and Mary Charmoli
Gregory D. Chastain ’95
Ronald J. Clare ’86
Victor B. Cole
Lawrence ’99 and Dianne Collette
Patrick J. Copeland ’86
Margaret O. Crabbe ’08
Laura A. Crosby ’77
Andrew Cseter
Kejela T. Deressa ’07
Diane DeRosier ’05
Dennis K. Dienst ’07
Sarah M. Dimick Gray
NaePearl D. Dobbins ’03
Jennifer Dosch
Shirley J. Duncanson ’83
Harvey L. Dundas ’80
Quintin L. Dykes ’07
Catherine A. Earley ’98
Joan* ’79 and David G. Elton

Catherine Emmanuelle
William R. Emory
Joanne A. Englund ’74
Rebecca J. Enos ’89
Mary L. Ernst ’90
Andrew Ervin ’90
Frances ’84 and Robert Eue
Adrienne Falcon
Ronald J. Falk ’97
Timothy and Susan Fangel
Crystal L. Fashant ’11
Shegitu B. Felema ’11
Shannon L. Feuerhelm ’04
Michael and Margaret Fitzgerald
Readus W. Fletcher
Eric Fotsch
Russell Fraenkel
Tammy K. Fredrickson ’91
Suzanne M. Gaines ’97
Mark A. E. Gallagher ’10
Reynold Galope
Robert F. Garland ’87
Kathryn Gilbert
Wayne R. Gilleland ’97
Manley E. Glaubitz ’79
Frank J. Grass ’85
Charles A. Greenman ’81
Elizabeth A. Grimes ’00
Howard A. Groff ’77
Groveley Charitable Fund 

of American Endowment 
Foundation 
Molly Grove ’05 and Jeffery Bailey

Benjamin P. Hacker ’11
Marcia Hagen
John Hahn ’07 and 

Melissa Reeder ’11
Alexander Haluska
Owen S. Hansen ’05
Rachel A. Hanson ’12
Cynthia Harley
Alissa M. Harrington
John M. Harrington
Charles P. Hartmann ’89
Stanley J. Hatcher ’93
Laura J. Hawkins ’84

William Hayden, Jr. and 
Denise Hayden

Kathleen M. Hebrink ’77
Signe A. Heffern ’97
Kathryn A. Heider
Beverly A. Hemmesch ’10
Victor F. Hernandez ’88
Stewart G. Hineline ’96
Patrick Hirigoyen
Linda L. Hoffman ’04
Lawrence M. Hovind ’16
Kieran M. Hughes ’89
Ruby M. Hunt
Melissa J. Hysing
Montieth Illingworth
Karen A. Inderlee ’88
Bob and Lucille Ingram 

Charitable Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable

Gary L. Istad ’94
David W. Jacobson
Friede-Jaffee Family Fund of 

Fidelity Charitable 
Jay Jaffee ’80 and Wendy Friede

Linda D. Janni ’95
Dominic R. Jennen ’16
Alvin and Margaret Johnson
Daisy Johnson ’84
Jan Michael Joncas
Ezell Jones
Marlea Judd ’11
Robert and Margaret Junkin
Nancy L. Kachel ’80
Steve B. Katz
Cynthia Kaus
Kenneth S. Kelash ’84
Dennis F. Kelly ’97
Gretchen J. Kelly ’95
Thomas ’89 and Elizabeth ’95 

Kiekhafer
Juliana B. Kimball ’80
John W. Kirchner ’82
Les R. Klos, Jr. ’79
Sharon and Douglas* Knowlton
Barbara Knudtson
Sharon P. Knuth ’91
Carol J. Koester ’93

John H. Kohring
James S. Kosmo ’76
Duane M. Kramer ’74
Kathleen Kueppers and  

William Perkins
E. Ted Kuether ’82
Janice Kwallek
Ross M. Kyllo ’98
Carren B. LaBrasseur ’17
Virginia K. Lane
Susan A. Lang
David W. Larson ’88
Mark C. Larson ’84 and Mary 

Kennedy
Mai Nyua Lee ’19
Rhona G. Leibel
Matthew P. Leonard ’76
Alan R. Lessik ’88
Baorong Li
Therissa Libby
Michael D. Limanen ’11
Bryan Litsey
Heather C. Lou
Candace L. Lund
Lynn M. Lutz ’17
Thomas and Dolores Lyman 

Family Giving Fund of  
Fidelity Charitable

James MacPherson
Kathryn M. Mahigan ’99
Edward S. Malecki
Marcia J. Marshall ’03
Rae Joyce Marsyla ’84
William V. Martin ’81
David M. Massaglia ’16
Deborah Matthias-Anderson
Julie A. Maxson
Patricia McCann
Jeanette M. McCarthy ’83
Zachary Mensinger
Randal J. Meyer ’90
Cheryl and Bill Meyers
Lisa M. Middag ’04
Gerald E. Miller
Minnesota Justice  

Research Center

Karen Miotto
Mallory Mitchell
Sheila ’82  and John Mohr
Richard M. Moran ’15
Larry Morgan
Travis Morgan
Kathleen A. Moriarty
Leslie Morrison
Michal A. Moskow
NAMI Minnesota
Alimasi R. Ndayishimiye ’17
Benjamin E. Nelson ’94
Debra L. Newman ’86
Eve Nichols
Nathaniel J. Niemi ’16
Kathleen A. Nordstrom ’99
Ondara Nyangau ’13
Benjamin Olson
Duane C. Ostlund ’78
Lorena A. Palm ’79
Laurel Palomares
John F. Parkos
Betty Brandt Passick ’96
Lucie Passus
Bruce R. Peterson ’74
Donald M. Pizzella, Sr. ’77
Jeffrey Pool
Sharilin Potter
Roger Prestwich
Gemma Punti
Noriko and Chris Ramberg
Marquitta Ransom
Kraig and Erica Rasmussen
Lynn and Robert Rasmussen
Yvonne RB-Banks
Judith Redman
Mary L. Reed ’14
Richard A. Reeves ’05
Carol A. Reid
Sandy J. Ricci ’02
Kate Ries
Mary ’04 and Kerry ’98 Ringstad
Barbara J. Robertson ’89
Robin S. Roland ’09
David R. Ross ’02
Stephanie L. Roy ’11
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Susan T. Rydell Donor Advised 
Fund of Fidelity Charitable

Marion D. Ryshavy ’83
Victoria Sadler
Anne and Kent Salisbury
Dorothy A. Sandahl ’77
Deanna M. Sande ’87
Amy M. Sands
Barbara A. Savage ’05
Elizabeth Schaefer
Robert I. Schatz ’95
John W. Schenck ’94
Lorinda Fraboni Schlauderaff ’97
Lisa A. Schnose ’00
Francis J. Schweigert
Michael J. Seitz ’89
Michael Self
Charles and Joy Shepard
Carmen A. T. Shields, ’15
Thomas H. Sieg
Maia Sierra
Patricia A. Sisti
Sumiko O. Sitcawich
Bonny B. Skovbroten ’87
Jerie S. Smith ’78
Kate K. Southwick
Sarah Mollet Staiger
Andrea M. Steen ’11
Donna M. Surfus ’93
Dhonden Tenzin ’16
Jeffrey L. Thames
Elizabeth D. Theis ’13
Thursday Club
Norma J. Tillges ’76
Joan V. Timm
Mary Tingerthal and 

Conrad Soderholm
Nancy C. Traen ’00
Lori J. Tripp ’00
Joseph and Kristine Tromiczak
Jenny Turnham ’18
John Valade ’86
Daniel J. Vannelli ’90
Segundo M. Velasquez ’92
Erin C. Voss ’02
Marilyn J. Waters

Monica Weber
Ronald C. Weeks ’81
Wei Wei
Elizabeth V. Weir ’97
C. Ryan Welles
Kay S. Welsch
Mary Eileen Welsh
Thomas A. Williamson
Alane P. Wood ’11
David Wood
Jo Woodward
Irene A. Wright ’92
Ann Wynia
Kathleen and Rick Zieman
Kurt F. Zilley ’90

Blue and White Club–$1+
Anonymous (20)
Augustus L. Abruzzese ’80
Yvette Adelman-Dullinger ’98
Valen O. Ademodi ’96
Foos A. Afey ’19
Gebremariam T. Aga ’19
Awo A. Ahmed ’11
Omotayo ’13 and Adebola ’17 Ajayi
Gary L. Alberts ’83
Tricia Allenson
Foluso A. Allison ’99
Jeanne M. Allivato ’89
Jean ’78 and Lowell ’78 Anderson
Lori M. Anthonsen ’96
Carl A. Appelquist ’76
Anne L. Aronson
Michelle M. Austin ’05
Nge C. Aye
Marilyn E. Baldwin ’88
Sarah Balogun ’12
Anan S. Barbarawi ’13
Nick Barkley
Kay Bartelt
Manikyam M. Batchu ’91
Don Bates
David A. Beaudet ’99
Gary R. Becklund ’75
Kathleen Bednark ’88 and  

Robert Pajala ’87

Jane Begich ’10
Catherine M. Bell ’94
Jill Bemis ’79
Eunice A. Beneke-Rucks ’95
Joann S. Benesh ’90
Sharon M. Berglund ’93
Tracy L. Bergstedt ’06
Brielle S. Bernardy ’14
Erica Berte
Sauhadra Bhattarai ’15
Robert Bilyk
William A. Binder ’78
Mark J. ’82 and Susan E. Bonitz
Lucas D. Bonner ’12
George H. Borchardt ’81
Pamela R. Borgmann ’97
Barbara S. Boulay
Mark J. Bregmann ’91
Carol L. Bright ’79
Linda Brooks
Robert J. Burns ’85
Kathryn M. Campion ’97
Sheila J. Caproon ’90
Boua K. Chang ’13
Joyce A. Charest ’09
Sanghamitra Chaudhuri
Kristy Chen ’14
Maura Chhun
Mary A. Christensen ’94
Rose Wan-Mui Chu
Victoria P. Coffman ’10
Marcia A. Cole ’94
Earline Coleman ’78
Betty V. Cook ’10
Jean ’76 and Lawrence Cook
Jon E. Cook ’01
Jeanne O. Cornish
Lynne S. Crupi ’99
Stephanie A. Culhane ’19
Jason L. Cussler
Ramin G. Daghigh
Sarah Dahl
Vitali Datsenko ’97
Harriet W. Davis ’81
Nancy Davis
Grace L. Deck ’12

Joan L. Decker ’99
Joan K. Detzler ’01
Emily E. Devine ’79
Ajay Dheer ’17
Carol Dittberner ’80
Supraja Doma ’10
Anthony D. Domiano ’96
Helen Donnay
Judi I. Dorn ’03
Mary L. Dorr
Gena Doyscher
Terrence M. Dragich ’97
Denise Dreher
James R. Dziedzic ’89
Eagle Valley Financial Services, Inc.
Ronald J. Edlund ’04
Rebekah A. Egge ’19
Ruth A. Ehmcke ’82
Valerie A. Eichorst ’06
Carolyn L. Ek
Janet M. Ellwanger ’89
John Enga
R. Evelyn Engle ’85
Alex A. Erickson
Maridee Farnquist-Edwards ’84
Howard Fear
Lisa A. Feidler
Thomas P. Ferber ’85
Michelle M. Filkins
Frank E. Filosi ’00
Lucinda K. Findorff ’87
JaRon M. Flowers ’16
Keith A. Foslien ’96
Kenneth D. Foster ’07
Michelle M. Fournier ’14
Margo Fox ’82
Mary A. Frampton ’85
Janet E. Froberg ’80
Philip E. Fuehrer ’08
Adam B. Fullerton ’11
Michael J. Garmaker ’09
Andrew T. Gaskell ’17
Lois M. Gelbmann ’81
Ali A. Gibril ’16
Shannon M. Gilbertson ’13
Jody M. ’95 and Marty W. Glynn

Gay A. Goddard ’95
Terrin M. Gouws ’12
Gilbert D. Gragert ’01
Ruth P. Gramza ’19
Gordon H. Granroth ’91
Mary T. Griffin ’94
Marie and Ronald ’97 Grimm
Elizabeth J. Grobel ’92
Eric ’06 and Patricia Grube ’03
Chelsea Gunter
Lisa A. Guyer-Rooney ’19
Theresa A. Hable ’98
Delores G. Hagen ’88
Constance P. Halfpenny ’83
Kathryn M. Halling
Michael D. Hally ’10
Daniel Hambrock
L. Eileen Hamre ’79
Kristina M. Handt
Ismail Bile Hassan
Rosanne H. Haupert ’86
John ’92 and Terri ’77 Hawthorne
Jessica L. Hayssen
Sheryle Hazard
Bernhard and Taviah Hedstrom ’16
Juliann M. Heinz ’02
Julie A. Hemish ’02
Jenny M. Hendrickson ’16
Melissa A. Hennessey ’17
Daniel V. Herbst
Connie J. Hessevick ’13
Susan M. Heuer ’91
Marilyn Hanson Hickok ’75
August J. Hoffman
Orville C. Hognander, Jr.
Susan Honsvall
Margaret H. Horning ’91
Joan A. Horrocks ’87
Denise A. Housewright ’03
Karen I. Howie ’93
Kim Hubertus ’10
Kenneth P. Hudoba
Miki Huntington
Tracy ’80 and James ’80 Husing
William W. Huttner ’76
Michael J. Hynes ’94

Britney Iacono
Elena Izaksonas
Julie A. Jacobson ’11
Rachel B. Jallah ’18
Edward and Joan Jansen
Karin S. Jax
Rita Jirik
Barbara D. Johnson ’95
Benjamin D. Johnson ’04
Karen E. Johnson ’98
Mallory K. Johnson ’15
William E. Johnson ’18
Jane Johnston
Domonique M. Jones ’18
Mary D. Jones ’07
Samantha and Anthony Joseph
Robert J. Jung ’95
Bassie Kamara ’16
Mary E. Kandels ’88
Titus W. Katiwa ’08
Lynnette M. Kayser ’88
Anthony F. Keenan ’92
Joshua Keller
Irene L. Kelly ’07
Emily H. Kelson
Keys to Best Health LLC
Mohammad R. Khalaf ’18
Denise D. Kiehne ’99
Kendal E. Killian ’18
Thomas and Ruth King
Ellen E. Kirchman ’07
Denise E. Kirkeby ’94
Lori Kirkeby
Mitchel M. Kitavi ’12
Sheila ’93 and Bill Kloeppner
Tamara Knapton
Richard ’78 and Doris Knights
Garmue T. Kolleh ’18
John and Richelle Koller
Long S. Kong ’99
Robert M. Kopp ’01
Cordelia Korkowski
Punnavy Koy ’16
Candice L. Kraemer ’85
William L. Krammer ’90
Sheila Kunkle
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Marie LaBreche
Peter LaFontaine and  

Nailejilej L. Jacob ’03
Renee LaFrance
William M. Lahman ’18
William A. Laing ’78
Irna L. Landrum
Karen L. Lane ’11
Wendy S. Lane ’88
Jill A. Larson-Vito ’13
Liza J. Lawrence ’10
Jane A. Lazgin
Mary C. Lebens ’12
David W. Lee ’11
Nhia Fong Lee
Patricia M. Lee ’90
Lewis L. Lein ’94
Robert G. Leverett ’78
Carolyn M. Levy ’85
Ji Li
Carol J. Lindborg ’99
Patrick G. Lipinski ’87
Kevin G. Locke ’97
Katherine Lui
Richard T. Lundgren ’15
William P Lundholm ’76
Stella Lundquist ’91
Teresa A. Lynch ’98
Mary ’04  and Christopher Maas
Julie A. Madden ’97
Joyce Maddox and  

Larry Meuwissen
Thomas R. Maida ’05
Jessica K. Maistrovich ’18
Aparna Mandal ’07
Laura L. Mann ’07
John B. Margot ’08
Andrew T. Marz ’11
Ernest H. Mattila ’76
Michael T. McCabe ’00
Christine J J. McGing ’18
Polly D. McGlauflin ’05
Beryl T. McHale ’94
Rose M. McKinney
Patrick W. McQuiston ’08
John C. McWilliams ’92

Nancy E. Meacham
Kevin A. Medzis ’13
Michelle D. Mennicke ’17
Gary and Sara Meyer
Eleanor M. Michelson* ’76
Rick Miles
C. Dennis Miller ’85
John ’93 and Patricia ’89 Miller
Nancy Miller
Kristi A. Moebeck ’93
Christopher J. Moore ’08
Tony A. Morrow ’17
Mossier Social Action
Gau Y. Moua ’07
Yasir Muhammad ’14
Crystal C. Mulvihill ’18
Matthew Musel
Jerome A. Neid
Carol A. Nelson ’98
Gloria A. Nelson ’92
Larry E. Nelson ’97
Neuenfeldt & Company
Mark G. Newfield
Kieu Oanh Nguyen ’98
Suzanne R. Nielsen ’97
Arthur P. Niemi ’78
Mary ’79 and Denis Novak
nVent
Joann Decker Nyholm ’83
Thomas O’Connell
Victoria A. Odde ’06
David J O’Hara III
Joy C. Okwulehie ’18
Sally Rosalia ’73 and  

Vernon Olsen
Jeffery R. Olson ’99
John J. O’Neill Jr. ’90
Donna M. Osterbauer ’92
Shane M. Ottmar ’14
Moses B. Oyinloye ’18
Michael G. Padula ’12
Theodore R. Page ’96
Susan Amos Palmer and  

Rod Palmer
Sandra L. Pappas ’86

Dorothy ’74 and  
Richard Pappenfus

Michael P. Pappenfus ’86
Mary Joan Park
Muriel L. Parker ’99
Susanna E. Patterson ’14
Kristin M. Payne ’08
Katie Peacock
Janice J. Pearson ’88
Jillian Perkins
Bettie J. ’92 and  

Duane L. Peterson
Paula G. Petrausch
Dai N. S. Pham ’20
Scott J. Pilgram ’10
Cody J. Pischke ’17
Siegfried G. Plagens ’87
Karen ’00 and James ’80 Porath
Esther Prah ’19
Tanya M. Provost ’13
Colleen and Robert Pywell
Christopher M. Quinzon ’16
Vadhindran K. Rao
Tara Rasch
Rodney A. Rasmussen ’79
Mona L. Rath ’10
Rosemarie and Robert Rauen
Jennifer J. Rechtfertig ’16
Victoria A. Reinhardt ’96
Ann L. Rekkedahl ’80
Tommy V. Reyes ’14
Debra M. Ricci ’79
Lynne Y. Rigg ’83
Katherine M. Ritchie ’96
Lucia Rivas
Mel G. Robinson ’81
Jennie L. Rodlund ’97
Lawrence E. Rogers ’85
Robert H. Rosen ’76
David S. Rossi ’84
LaRee L. Rowan ’10
Anirban Roy ’15
William Ruckel
Abebe B. Rumicho ’17
Daniel R. Rybeck ’90
Bradley A. Rystedt ’99

James ’73 and Sharon Sable
Mary Salisbury
Bonnie R. Sass ’99
Saajine Sathappan
Jennifer A. Saxhaug ’84
Pamela A. Schik ’12
Julie A. Schlak ’12
Corey Schmitz
Danielle Schnettler
David L. Schoeneck
Patricia Schoon
Marilyn A. Schroeder ’89
Grace E. Schrunk ’89
Loretta Schuft
Jane ’98 and Thomas Schultz
Janice M. Schultz ’92
Kathleen and Alan Schultz
Steven J. Schultz ’95
Arvid W. Schwartz ’79
Kay L. Schwie* ’78
John M. Schwingler
Jon K. Seaburg ’08
John and Mary Seidl
Frances and John Serpe
Hailemariam B. Seyoum ’15
Rupesh Shah ’10
Perry L. Shannon ’76
Nancy Shepherd
Edward J. Shields ’09
Wayou B. Sida ’14
Vicky Simon ’10
Mary Ann Slavin ’90
Tracy M. Smetana ’17
Christopher M. Smith ’01
Julie A. Smith ’18
Thomas E. Smith ’98
Disha Soni ’18
Carol D. Sonnenberg ’83
Alexander B. Sonsteby ’15
Peg and Donald Speidel
Matthew E. Spillum ’06
Tyrone Spratt ’07
Dave P. Steindl ’17
Alexander K. Stephens ’01
Curtis H. Stock
Janis M. Stoven ’95

Jessica L. Sullivan ’18
Diana K. Tchida ’77
Burak Tekin ’16
May ’14 and Naw Vaugn ’11 Thao
Sai Thao ’19
Lisa C. Thompson ’19
Gary L. Thornburg ’84
Clyde Thrower
David ’10 and Sherry Tokkesdal
Terri Topness
Thomas P. Tracy Family 

Charitable Account of Schwab 
Thomas and Valerie Tracy

Jeremy L. Tri ’99
Jay E. Troska ’91
Kristine M. Troska ’93
Veronique T. Tsafack ’14
Ranessa A. Tsinnijinnie ’20
Kal Tuominen
Artika R. Tyner
Trevor J. Urman ’18
Roberto C. Valencia ’92
Nancy G. Valento ’97
Ricardo P. Vallejos ’15
Bruce T. Van Siclen ’88
Pheng Vang ’14
Judi A. Vanhauer ’87
Tyler M. Vedder ’19
Norma K. Vig ’83
Deanna M. Vinzant ’05
Peeranut Visetsuth
Daniel F. Vogel ’87
Alice M. Vollmar ’84
Lydia A. Volz ’89
Theodore B. Wahl ’18
Patricia A. Waldbillig ’11
Jessica Ward-Denison
Carly J. Warden
Matt J. Warren ’08
Brianna Washington
Carolyn M. Weber ’90
Helen C. Welter
Roberta A. Weltzin ’83
Betty S. Wentworth ’81
James S. Westcott ’93
Nicole S. Westgard ’18

Bob Westlake
James P. White ’76
Judith L. Wickelgren ’10
Denise E. Williams
Jamie L. Williams ’97
Thomas M. Wilson ’97
Shushan Woldu
Xia Xiong ’19
Ahmay Ya ’17
Jason R. Yadley ’07
Curtis G. Yaeger ’80
Doua Yang
Kristine Aubrey R. Yang
Carol Bormann Young
Mohammad ’08 and Sarah Zafar
Obaid Zafar
Richard Zehring
Aiping Zhou ’02
Kay L. Ziegler ’07

*Deceased

The recognition extended to our 
donors listed is one small way to 
say thank you. Every effort has 
been made to ensure that the list 
is accurate. If your name has been 
omitted, misspelled or misplaced, 
we apologize. Please contact us at 
foundation@metrostate.edu so our 
records can be corrected and gifts 
properly acknowledged.

On behalf of Metropolitan  
State University faculty, staff,  
and students, thank you to all  
our generous donors. We value 
your dedication to our university 
and thank you for being a part  
of our community.
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Memorials

In memory of 
Charles Patrick Arthur

Frances H. Arthur
Mary Arthur
E. Craig Morris
Patricia A. Sisti and Friends

In memory of  
Debbie K. Iversen ’11

Laurel Palomares

In memory of  
Firasat Khan ’05

Sanghamitra Chaudhuri
Jason L. Cussler
Shannon L. Feuerhelm ’04
Rassule Hadidi
Ellen E. Kirchman ’07
Susan A. Lang
Mary C. Lebens ’12
Bruce E. Lindberg
Katherine Lui
David M. Massaglia ’16
Linda M. McCann ’06
Susan A. Misterek
Tara Rasch
Mary ’04 and Kerry ’98 Ringstad
Sandra Weston

In memory of Jeff Levy
Sheila ’82  and John Mohr
Susan Amos Palmer and 

Rod Palmer

In memory of  
Barbara Lukaszewski

Maureen Acosta and John Milton
Tricia Allenson
Jeanne M. Allivato ’89
Kay Bartelt
Don Bates
Dr. Gary Carruth
Cathy and Sandy Dean  

Charitable Account of Schwab

Carolyn L. Ek
Stephen G. Harrison
William Hayden, Jr. and  

Denise Hayden
Sheryle Hazard
Patrick Hirigoyen
Kenneth P. Hudoba
Montieth Illingworth
Edward and Joan Jansen
Jane Johnston
Renee LaFrance
Jane A. Lazgin
James MacPherson
Virginia J. McCain ’74
Rose M. McKinney
Nancy E. Meacham
Gary and Sara Meyer
Larry Morgan
Paula G. Petrausch
Lynn and Robert Rasmussen
Anne and Kent Salisbury
David L. Schoeneck
Bonny B. Skovbroten ’87
Marilyn J. Waters
Bob Westlake

In memory of  
Susan Shumer

Lawrence N. Bailis

In memory of  
Douglas Somers, Sr.

Joänne Tromiczak-Neid 

Legacy Circle Donors
We wish to acknowledge  
the generosity and foresight of 
the following new donors who 
have included Metropolitan State 
University in their estate plans  
in FY20:
Anonymous (1)
Dorene Bruns ’01
Joseph C. Ellis II ’19 (Honorary)
Dennis F. Kelly ’97
Iris ’90 and Peter Jay Kiedrowski
Alan R. Lessik ’88

Jim ’74 and Barbara* Lukaszewski
Nancy W. McKillips
Susan A. Misterek
Nan Nelson
Molly Sullivan ’97
Richard Zehring

Loyalist Circle Donors
It is our pleasure to give special 
recognition to those donors 
who have shown their loyalty to 
Metropolitan State University 
through ten or more consecutive 
years of giving:
Gary L. Alberts ’83
Irving ’98 and Beverly Aslakson
Gary R. Becklund ’75
Joann S. Benesh ’90
William A. Binder ’78
George H. Borchardt ’81
Mary S. Bowman ’88
Juliann E. Brovold ’76
Sharon J. Buettner ’92
Maureen A. Buhl ’95
Mary A. Christensen ’94
Thomas H. Cook
Patrick J. Copeland ’86
Judi ’73 and John Dahlseng
Kejela T. Deressa ’07
Harvey L. Dundas ’80
Janet M. Ellwanger ’89
R. Evelyn Engle ’85
Robert F. Garland ’87
Wayne R. Gilleland ’97
Manley E. Glaubitz ’79
Constance P. Halfpenny ’83
Beverly J. Hall ’99
Pamela M. Hartley ’97
Charles P. Hartmann ’89
Margaret H. Horning ’91
Karen I. Howie ’93
Kieran M. Hughes ’89
Linda D. Janni ’95
Ochen D. Kaylan ’08
Gretchen J. Kelly ’95
Iris ’90 and Peter Jay Kiedrowski

John W. Kirchner ’82
Sheila ’93 and Bill Kloeppner
Candice L. Kraemer ’85
E. Ted Kuether ’82
William A. Laing ’78
David W. Larson ’88
Lee T. Litman ’91
Kevin G. Locke ’97
Joyce Maddox and  

Larry Meuwissen
Thomas R. Maida ’05
Laura L. Mann ’07
Virginia J. McCain ’74
Dick and Regina McCarthy
Jeanette M. McCarthy ’83
Beryl T. McHale ’94
Patrick W. McQuiston ’08
Eleanor M. Michelson ’76
Lisa M. Middag ’04
Sheila ’82  and John Mohr
Cynthia M. Neuenfeldt
Todd and Martha Nicholson Fund 

of the Nicholson  
Family Foundation

Kathleen A. Nordstrom ’99
Mary ’79 and Denis Novak
C. Francis and Maryllis Oehlke
Sally Rosalia ’73 and  

Vernon Olsen
Lorena A. Palm ’79
Sandra L. Pappas ’86
Dorothy ’74 and  

Richard Pappenfus
Betty Brandt Passick ’96
Kristin M. Payne ’08
Bruce R. Peterson ’74
Donald M. Pizzella, Sr. ’77
Noriko and Chris Ramberg
Kraig and Erica Rasmussen
Victoria A. Reinhardt ’96
Sandy J. Ricci ’02
Susan T. Rydell Donor Advised 

Fund of Fidelity Charitable
Deanna M. Sande ’87
Carol D. Sonnenberg ’83
Linda ’93 and Glen Stenlund
Norma J. Tillges ’76

Joänne Tromiczak-Neid
Nancy G. Valento ’97
Debra Vos ’05
Ronald C. Weeks ’81
Kathy and Steve Wellington
Kay S. Welsch
Betty S. Wentworth ’81
James P. White ’76
David Wood
Richard Zehring
Kathleen and Rick Zieman

Honorariums
Frances H. Arthur 

In honor of daughter Patricia 
Arthur Sisti

Barbara Beltrand, Baorong Li, 
Nancy Miller, and 
Elizabeth Schaefer 
In honor of Deb Vos

Josh Dirlam 
In honor of Ryan Hankins

Michael and Margaret Fitzgerald 
In honor of Jan Cotton

Brian K. Goodroad ’92 and Friends 
In honor of 
Brian Goodroad’s birthday

Alexander Haluska 
In honor of Ginny Arthur

Elena Izaksonas 
In honor of DACA students

The Klick Foundation 
In honor of Tanner Bailey

Metropolitan State University 
Inter Faculty Organization 
In honor of faculty colleagues 
retiring: Craig Hansen, Barbara 
Knudtson, Rhona G. Leibel, 
Christine D. Milbrath, Deborah 
Mosby, Becky L. Omdahl, Juan 
Estrada Rivera, Gary R. Seiler 
and Randy S. Strobel

New Wave Design and Verification 
In honor of Ryan Hankins

Richard and Nancy Nicholson 
In honor of Todd S. Nicholson

Saint Paul and  
Minnesota Foundation 
For the 2020 Criminal Justice 
Reform Giving Together 
Presentation by 
Dr. Raj Sethuraju

Mary Salisbury 
In honor of Mallory Mitchell

Thursday Club 
Honorarium for President 
Arthur’s speech
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Letter from the Chair

Happy New Year! 
On behalf of the Metropolitan State University 

Foundation Board of Trustees, I thank you for your 
generosity last year. The pandemic and uprising for 
justice that followed George Floyd’s murder caused  
us to examine our philanthropy and our impact.  
You may be pleased to know that alumni and friends 
came together to give more than $1.8 million to 
support Metro State students and programs in 2019-
2020. This support has already provided much needed 
help to students to weather challenges brought on 
by the pandemic such as keeping students safe and 
on their path to graduation when faced with loss of 
housing, the shut off of utilities, or medical needs not 
covered by insurance. 

We are also grateful to have had the ability to 
match generous gifts from Joyce LeClaire, retired 
Dean of Student Services; Grumbles Law; and 
many other community members to establish the 
George Floyd Memorial Endowed Scholarship for 
Racial and Social Justice. This scholarship honors 
the university’s long-standing commitment to 
racial and social justice and will support students 
who are committed to these principles. 

Finally, I want to recognize the gift of time and 
talent. Thank you to everyone who has given your 
time to students this year, from the faculty and staff 
that moved classes and services online to alumni 
whose guest speaking became virtual. And thank you 

to the many Metro State students and alumni working 
in healthcare, as first responders, as teachers, and in 
other fields where this year has tested your training 
and shown how you help raise our community up. 

In gratitude, 
Chris Boese 
Metropolitan State University Foundation,
Board Chair

Metropolitan State University 
Foundation Board of Trustees,
2019-2020
Jeanette Augustson 
HealthPartners Institute 

Zeeshan Baig ’05, Treasurer 
Post Consumer Brands 

Christine Boese, Secretary and Chair-Elect 
Regions Hospital 

Wendy Brekken  
Old National Bank 

Robert Carter 
Summit Mortgage Corporation 

Joseph Ellis ’19 (Honorary) 
SPAC Development Group 

Ezell Jones 
Fifth Quarter Enterprises 

Ochen Kaylan ’08 
Communicate Health, Inc. 

Gregory Lais 
Wilderness Inquiry 

Michael Langley, Chair 
Langley Economics LLC

Leslee LeRoux 
TKDA 

Michael O’Connor ’92 
Medtronic 

Mike Parrish ’88 
(Retired) North Memorial Health Care 

Colin Partridge ’00 
Carlson Travel 

Carmen Shields ’15 
Collegis Education 

Richard Smith, Vice Chair 
Travelers 

Rita Dibble 
Metropolitan State University Foundation Executive Director 
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